
Economics Research Essay Guidelines 

Purpose of the Research Essay: 

The purpose of the research project is to develop research, critical thinking, problem-solving 

and presentation skills. You are required to do the necessary research and draw your own 

conclusions. 

Topics: 

Choose one topic for your research essay. 

1. Land reform and property rights in South Africa. What policies would you put in place to 

ensure a more equitable and stable economy? 

2. What does Radical Economic Transformation mean? What are the likely characteristics 

of the proposed new economic society after the transformation? 

3. Land redistribution might threaten the country’s food supply and lead to poverty and 

starvation. How can food security be ensured after land ownership is transformed?  

4. What is the impact on food security and the broader economy of farmers immigrating to 

other countries as result of the threat of land expropriation without compensation? 

5. What must Nhlanhla Nene do to ensure economic growth, improved employment, price 

and exchange rate stability? 

6. What does SA’s junk status rating mean for the economy? What must the government 

do and what changes must occur in the economy for the ratings by the international 

agencies to be reviewed upwards. 

7. South Africa depends on Eskom for a reliable electricity supply. What is the impact of 

the government signing agreements with alternative, more environment friendly, 

independent electricity producers? 

8. What arguments would you put for and against the privatisation of dysfunctional State 

Operated Enterprises (SOEs), such as SAA, that are an ongoing burden to the Treasury 

and therefore, the taxpayer? Argue for or against privatisation in your conclusion. 

Phase 1 

 List at least 2 topics of interest from the attached.  

 Ask yourself about each of the topics:  

♦ Can I find enough research about this topic for a paper?  

♦ Will I be learning more than what I already know about this topic?  

♦ Will this topic keep my interest over the course of several months?  

Phase 2  

 After reviewing your 2 topics, circle the one that appear to have the   

♦ Take a few days to think these over, add or subtract from the list, and see what type of 

information you can find on them (do a quick internet search).  

 



Phase 3  

 Begin your final decision by asking yourself the following questions:  

♦ Which area is the most unique and will differ from other research projects?  

♦ Which will best demonstrate my talents?  

♦ Which are will have the most resources available?  

♦ Which do I have the greatest desire to pursue?  

♦ Which would my parents most like to see me accomplish?  

♦  Which will interest, intrigue, and enlighten me from its inception to its completion?  

 

Phase 4  

♦  Make your final choice.  

Project Proposal Guidelines  

Once you have decided upon your topic of interest draft a proposal as outlined below:  

 

 Title: The proposal should begin with a centred title that poses a research question. The  

question should indicate what you as the researcher want to know. For instance, “How the 

Rand exchange rate has benefitted the SA Economy”? 

 

 Paragraph 1: The answer should include the objective and purpose of your research. 

 For example, you might begin by saying: In my research I hope to discover “How the Rand 

exchange rate has benefitted the SA Economy”. By this phase of the Project, you should 

have already done some research and have at least one source. In paragraph one, you will 

continue by naming and discussing the source that you have found regarding your topic. You 

must tell what you have determined from your source and if it has begun to answer the 

question of your title. You must also include an index card of the bibliography information of 

your source accurately cited and stapled to the back of this essay.  

 

 Paragraph 2: In this paragraph you will discuss who your educator is and how he/she  

will help you during this research process. You must also discuss the types of data and  

sources you hope to acquire and present in the paper. Next, discuss what you view as the  

biggest challenge of this entire process (the research, writing the paper, presenting, etc.). At  

this point, discuss ideas you have for presenting your research.  

 

 



 Paragraph 3: Tell what the final essay will be and why this is a challenge to add knowledge  

beyond what you already know.  

 

Paragraph 5: Define plagiarism, as you and your teacher understand it. Then, discuss what  

the ultimate repercussions of plagiarism could be for any person. Conclude this paragraph  

with a statement affirming that you will not plagiarize or falsify any of the information in 

your Research Project.  

 

 Requirements: 

♦ A title page, and a contents page with page numbers. 

♦ The investigation must be presented in written form with an introduction, body and 

conclusion; and the text must be divided into paragraphs. 

♦ Learners are required to use their own words and write in full sentences.  

♦  References and sources must be indicated (including all diagrams and illustrations). 

♦ A bibliography, which is set out correctly. 

♦ A minimum of three differences types of resources must be used i.e. at least one of each 

of three of either the internet, and/or textbooks, and/or magazines, and/or newspapers, 

and/or interviews, etc. 

♦  The use of diagrams, charts, graphs and other illustrations is encouraged. These must be 

incorporated as part of the text of the essay. 

♦ The project must not be more than three to four typed pages (font size 12, line spacing 

1.5), excluding the title page, illustrations and bibliography. 

♦ The research essay must be submitted by Thursday, 24 May 2018. It may be submitted 

prior to this date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ECONOMICS RESEARCH ESSAY: PRELIMINARY WORK 

Possible Topics and Resources to be used: 

 

 

PROPOSAL 

Title: The proposal should begin with a centred title that poses a research question.  

 

 

Paragraph 1: The answer should include the objective and purpose of your research. 

 

 

Paragraph 2:  

Educator assistance 

 

 

Types of data  

 

 

Sources you hope to acquire and present in the paper.  

 

 

Biggest challenge of this entire process 

 

 

Ideas you have for presenting your research. 

 

 

Paragraph 3: 

Tell what the final essay will be and why this is a challenge to add knowledge beyond what 

you already know.  

 

 


